
 

 

NORTH EAST COASTAL AND RURAL TASKFORCE – MEETING SUMMARY 

Meeting date  12th May 2026  

Agenda items  • Updates on regional  and national context  
• Taskforce workplan update and discussion 

• Coastal and Rural policy lens deep dive: North East Spatial Development Strategy  

Key messages (for cascade to taskforce members’ networks)  

Regional and national context 

• The North East Mayoral Strategic Authority updated on delivery of the North East Environmental 
Stewardship, Coast and Rural Investment Plan.  Highlights since the last meeting included: 

• Coastal and Rural Growth programme: The region-wide offer of rural business support soft-
launched in April 2026, building on local approaches already in place.   Additional targeted support 
for land-based industries (farming & forestry) and food and drink is in development.  

• Environment and Nature programme: Two of three Local Nature Recovery Strategies for the region 
have now been agreed and will be moving into implementation over the coming months. 

• A significant development at national level is the English Devolution and Community Empowerment 
Act 2026, which explicitly includes “rural affairs and coastal communities” as an area of competence for 
devolved strategic authorities. 

North East Coastal and Rural Taskforce workplan 

• The Taskforce will host its first three ‘solution session’ workshops in coastal communities around the 
region in early Autumn.  Solution sessions will generate policy recommendations and practical ideas on 
key topics.  Other sessions will explore nature recovery, employability and skills, upland and tenant 
farming, community resilience to climate events, and place-based working in dispersed communities.   

• The Taskforce will also be supporting colleagues in different parts of regional and national government 
to consider the implications of new initiatives for rural and coastal communities.  At quarterly meetings 
we’ll ‘deep dive’ into a different policy area that is significant for rural and coastal places and where 
there is a live opportunity to influence future decision-making.   

• The Taskforce microsite is a hub for latest information about the workplan and ways to be involved. 

• The final output from the Taskforce work will be a blueprint to inform long-term policy and investment 
in coastal and rural places, within the North East, at national level and in other strategic authorities. 

North East Spatial Development Strategy 

• Spatial Development Strategies are long-term plans (20+ years) to make sure that infrastructure 
development in a region drives growth and contributes to wider social and environmental priorities.  
They will bridge the gap from national policy into practice and help guide local planning. 

• The North East is preparing to develop its regional plan over the next 18 months or so.  The Taskforce 
will provide ongoing input from a rural and coastal perspective. 

Actions and next steps for taskforce members and their networks  

• Share this meeting summary and the Taskforce microsite with others 

• Register your interest in any of the solution session topics.  

• Suggest a topic for a future Coastal and Rural Policy deep dive – via a Taskforce member or through the 
NICRE secretariat on nicre@newcastle.ac.uk.   

Next meeting  Tuesday 29th September 2026 

 

https://nicre.co.uk/media/z0tbvgsv/north-east-environmental-stewardship-coast-rural-investment-plan.pdf
https://nicre.co.uk/media/z0tbvgsv/north-east-environmental-stewardship-coast-rural-investment-plan.pdf
https://www.northeast-ca.gov.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategies-lnrs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/english-devolution-bill-receives-royal-assent
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/english-devolution-bill-receives-royal-assent
http://www.nicre.co.uk/NEtaskforce
http://www.nicre.co.uk/NEtaskforce
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ZHT1j4ChFv
mailto:nicre@newcastle.ac.uk

